
Missional Theology - Chapter 1 

Missional God 

 

The starting point for missional theology is the notion of a missional God. This 

means simply that God is, by God’s very nature, a missionary God. 

From this perspective, according to South African missiologist David Bosch, 

“mission is not primarily an activity of the church, but an attribute of God.” 

Missio Dei 

One of the most significant and influential developments in the ecumenical 

movement in the twentieth century was the broad consensus, shared by virtually all 

theological and ecclesial traditions that participate in ecumenical discourse, that the 

mission of the church finds its rationale in the missio Dei (mission of God). 

Two additional points: first, God, by God’s very nature, is a missionary God; 

second, the church of this missionary God must therefore be a missionary church. 

The term “mission” comes from the Latin words “to send” (mitto) and “sending” 

(missio). 

One of the consequences of affirming that mission is an attribute of God and part 

of the divine nature is that the mission of God does not have an end, it continues 

into eternity as an essential aspect of the divine nature. 

The Eternal Mission of God 

While the mission of God is complex and multifaceted, its central character and 

that from which all other aspects flow is love. In the words of the famous South 

African theologian David Bosch: “God is the fountain of sending love. This is the 

deepest source of mission. It is impossible to penetrate deeper still.” 

Perhaps the single most significant development in twentieth century trinitarian 

theology has been the broad consensus concerning the significance of relationality 

as the most fruitful model for understanding the doctrine of the Trinity. 

At the heart of the contemporary consensus of the divine relationality is the 

apostolic witness that God is love (1 John 4:8). Developing the doctrine of the 

Trinity in accordance with the category of relationality provides a profound 

conception of this biblical assertion. 



Love expressed, received, and shared by the trinitarian persons among themselves 

provides a description of the inner life of God throughout eternity. The statement 

“God is love” refers primarily to the eternal, relational intratrinitarian fellowship. 

This notion that God is a loving missionary from all eternity points to the particular 

concerns of God in engagement with the world. 

The love that characterizes the mission of God from all eternity is the compelling 

basis for the extension of the divine mission to the world. 

The Mission of God in the World 

Creation is a reflection of the expansive love of God, whereby the triune God 

brings into being another reality and establishes a relationship of love, grace and 

blessing with the intention of drawing that reality into participation in the divine 

fellowship of love. 

However, human beings, created in the image of God, have rebelled against the 

love of God. Instead of seeking the well-being of their fellow humans, they have 

sought their own good at the expense of others and established oppressive societies 

that colonize citizens, particularly the powerless and vulnerable. 

Out of love for the world the Father sends Jesus the Son into the world (John 3:16-

17) to redeem it through a cruciform life of humility, service, obedience, and death 
for the sake of others.

Jesus calls the world to follow his way of life and participate in the kingdom of 

God—a community where everyone has enough and no one needs to be afraid. 

God sends the Spirit into the world to call, guide, and empower a new community 

from every tribe and nation, centered on Jesus Christ, to be witness and provisional 

demonstration of God’s will for all creation. 

The extension of this mission into the created order occurs not only through the 

sending of the Son and the Spirit, but also in the sending of the church. 

The mission of God in relation to the world is love and salvation leading to peace 

or shalom. This mission in the self-giving, self-sacrificing love of God expressed 

in the trinitarian fellowship. This divine mission forms the context for the mission 

of the church. 


